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TEACHING MAKES PEOPLE

Scotland is renowned for the quality and inclusiveness of its education system. Providing 
inspiring teachers who can truly engage with the next generation is fundamental to 
Scotland’s future economic prosperity.

Teaching Makes People is a Scottish Government recruitment campaign that has been 
launched to combat the current shortage of secondary school teachers in Scotland. 
The campaign aims to attract quality, passionate candidates into the profession who will 
inspire the next generation. We plan on doing this by showing students that teaching 
is a positive career choice, and ultimately, encouraging students to pursue a career in 
teaching through applying to a PGDE course. 

Three previous phases of the campaign have seen TV ads, radio, digital display and 
paid social content throughout Scotland, as well as field teams visiting career fairs and 
universities across the country to engage with undergraduate students face-to-face. 

This phase hopes to build on the legacy this campaign has built over the last few years, 
which saw a 19% increase in Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) applications 
at Scottish universities. The primary audience we hope to reach is science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) undergraduate students in Scotland. The secondary 
audience is all undergraduate students in Scotland – excluding those studying history, 
P.E. and geography, as demand for teachers is already met in these areas. 

There are some key challenges we still need to overcome. These challenges include the 
current uncertain political climate, negative perceptions of teaching (such as a lack of 
jobs, rewards, and limited career development), as well as reaching out to people who 
have never considered teaching as a career option.

The best teachers are passionate about their subject and want to be challenged every 
day. They want to have a positive impact on children’s futures. This is why we’re looking 
for intelligent, creative people to inspire, motivate, and share their passion for their subject 
every day of the week. 
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TEACHING MAKES PEOPLE ROADSHOW

The Teaching Makes People Roadshow is visiting 
career fairs all over Scotland. The roadshow will 
give students personal advice on the courses they 
need to study to pursue teaching and an insight into 
the rewarding nature of the career, as well as the 
financial benefits that come with it. 

As part of our roadshow we hope to liaise with 
Schools of Education at each university in order 
to have representatives on the stand. These 
representatives will be on hand to give visitors 
information on specifics of the courses at their 
university and help answer any other subject-
specific queries.  

Together with our university representatives, we 
aim to have teaching ambassadors present at each 
event to provide personal perspectives of their own 
experiences, and give students insight into the vast 
and fulfilling opportunities for career development in 
the field.

In addition to this we will have experienced, trained 
field staff on hand who can engage and captivate 
potential teachers and excite them about the 
campaign.

The Teaching Makes People Roadshow is for 
anyone who may be considering teaching as the 
career for them, as well as those who may never 
have considered teaching as an option. Our 
roadshow will allow them to learn more, as well 
as speak to a range of people who can give them 
information and advice that they need.

Here’s where you can find us in 2019:

Event Date Location

RGU Aspire to Teach 24.09.19 Aberdeen 

University of Glasgow 25.09.19 Glasgow 

Strathclyde University 02.10.19 Glasgow 

Strathclyde University 03.10.19 Glasgow 

University of Dundee 03.10.19 Dundee 

North Scotland Careers Fair 08.10.19 Aberdeen

University of Edinburgh 08.10.19 Edinburgh 

University of Edinburgh 09.10.19 Edinburgh 

Heriott Watt University 10.10.19 Edinburgh 

St Andrews University 11.10.19 St Andrews 

St Andrews University 16.10.19 St Andrews 

Strathclyde University 05.11.19 Glasgow 

Queen Margaret University 20.11.19 Edinburgh 

Glasgow Caledonian University 07.02.20 Glasgow

University of Glasgow 11.02.20 Glasgow

University of Edinburgh 12.02.20 Edinburgh

University of Stirling FEB ‘20 Stirling

University of the Highlands  
and Islands FEB ‘20 TBC

University of the West  
of Scotland FEB ‘20 TBC

Abertay University FEB ‘20 Abertay

Postgrad Live 25.02.20 Edinburgh

Edinburgh Napier University FEB ‘20 Edinburgh
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TEACHING MAKES PEOPLE WEBSITE 

The Teach in Scotland website (teachinscotland.scot) 
is a brilliant resource for anyone wanting to learn 
more about a career in teaching. Key supportive, 
enlightening, and practical features of the site include:

 
 

•  Clear routes on how to become a teacher

•  A free guide to teaching

•  Case studies from real teachers

•  An overview of teaching jobs available
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BECOME A CAMPAIGN PARTNER

We are looking for partners like you to help us in 
our mission to find the best people to shape the 
future of teaching in Scotland. There are many ways 
you can help, including: 
 

•  Booking space at relevant graduate and careers 
events. 

• Securing space on campus to extend the reach of 
the campaign in a “takeover style”.

• Support from the School of Education, where 
relevant, to offer time or personnel at career 
events. 

• Reach out to alumni or current PGDE students 
who can act as ambassadors at events.

• Using printed posters provided by us, that can 
be placed be placed around campus in relevant 
areas.

• Using vinyls provided by us, which can be placed 
around campus in areas such as stairways, 
flooring and lift doors.

• Printing leaflets that we can provide which can be 
placed to target undergraduates, EU students, or 
career changers. 

• Sharing the campaign messaging with your 
audience across social channels, using digital 
assets and suggested copy we provide.

Field stand.

Vinyls.

Vinyls.
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CAMPAIGN ASSETS

There will be a whole host of eye-catching materials to support the campaign. 

Printed materials
• A4 and A3 posters
• A5 leaflets featuring key messaging

Visit http://bit.ly/TeacherRecruitment-Assets to download and print these assets.

CAN YOU MAKE 
MY CURIOSITY 
COME ALIVE?

Become a teacher at teachinscotland.scot

HOW I SWAPPED MY DESK 
JOB FOR THE CLASSROOM.

HAVE YOU GOT WHAT IT TAKES 
TO BE A GREAT TEACHER?
Being a successful teacher requires a broad combination of 
skills, attributes and qualifi cations – passion, commitment, 
enthusiasm and creativity. You need the ability to prepare 
and deliver lessons that are relevant, interesting and 
accessible. From the fi rst time you stand in front of a class 
until your last lesson, being a teacher also pushes you 
to keep fi nding new and inventive ways to present your 
specialist subject.

THE BENEFITS
There’s a competitive salary, excellent pension scheme, 
great career development prospects and generous holiday 
entitlement. It’s also a positively challenging career. After 
all, how many jobs give you the chance to inspire the next 
generation? It’s no surprise that teaching is regularly rated 
as having extremely high levels of job satisfaction.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
Whether you see yourself teaching in primary or secondary 
schools, visit teachinscotland.scot and we’ll help answer all 
your questions. We’ll also set you out on the best career path 
to suit you. If you are an overseas student considering teaching, 
please contact your university’s admissions department to 
check PGDE course eligibility.

Become a teacher at teachinscotland.scot

Become a teacher at teachinscotland.scot

              I started my career as a project manager 

in the private banking sector, using my numerical 

and problem-solving skills.  

  

Although I’m now working with young people, 

a lot of skills I had developed – such as dealing 

with pressure situations and thinking on my 

feet – were transferable.

I had given it a lot of thought and spent time 

speaking to current teachers, so I was confi dent 

that teaching would be a career suited to my 

character and personality.

–David Buchanan, maths teacher, Airdrie

“

”

I wanted to follow my passion
for teaching and numbers 
by making my way into the 
maths classroom.

Inspired by David’s career switch story?

 

Visit the Teach in Scotland 
stand for more information.

teachinscotland.scot 

SG-38261-TR-2019-ScotGradFair-297x210-AW-GK.indd   1 20/08/2019   12:33

Poster.

General Leaflet.

Career Changer Leaflet.
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DIGITAL CAMPAIGN ASSETS

To help promote the campaign on social media, we have put together 
a digital toolkit. It includes suggested social posts, copy, and images. 
We would be very grateful if you helped us by sharing these on your 
organisation’s relevant social channels. 

Suggested social posts and digital assets are available here:
http://bit.ly/TeacherRecruitment-Assets

Facebook. Linkedin.



GET IN TOUCH

If you are interested in supporting the campaign in any way, we would 
very much appreciate working together. 

Please email Aisling Cotter at aisling.cotter@union.co.uk 
or call 0131 625 6000 for more information.


